
 

Greater Omaha 
Genealogical Society 

 

2015 Spring  
Genealogy Workshop 

 

Following Your Following Your Following Your    
Midwestern Ancestors Midwestern Ancestors Midwestern Ancestors 

to Iowa & Nebraskato Iowa & Nebraskato Iowa & Nebraska   

 

Saturday, April 11, 2015 

9:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

Nebraska Methodist College 

N. 87th & Burt Streets, Omaha  

 

Plenty of FREE parking! 

 

Featuring... 

Please register me for the Spring Workshop.  

Must be postmarked by March 31! 

Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 

Attn:  Rita Henry, Registrar 

PO Box 4011, Omaha NE 68104-0011 

Name _________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________ 

City _______________State_____Zip________ 

Phone _________________________________ 

Email _________________________________ 

Please complete a separate form for each person for 

name tag purposes.  For families, add any new or 

renewal membership dues only to ONE form. 

You can join or renew your membership with 

your registration—simply select the Member cost 

below and add the dues to your check. 

Membership dues—new or renewal 

Individual:   $     20  

Family (at same address): $     25  

 Check if G.O.G.S. membership renewal. 

Workshop Cost—select amount 

  1. G.O.G.S. Member $     45  

  2. Non-member $     55  

Workshop Cost (from above) _________ 

LESS Early Bird discount IF  
you register before March 31 $   -10    

Subtotal: _________ 
 

PLUS Workshop lunch, if desired $   + 5    

 Check if vegetarian lunch (Same cost) 

TOTAL workshop/lunch cost _________ 

Please enclose your check for this amount with the 
registration and mail to the above address.  

Include membership dues if applicable. 

No refunds will be honored after April 4, 2015. 

The Greater Omaha  

Genealogical Society 


 

Registration must be postmarked by March 31. 

Rev. David McDonald 

Dave focuses on church-
related research and on 
finding ancestors in New 
York and the “Northwest 
Territory” states of Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin & Minnesota—all 
“feeder states” for Iowa and 

Nebraska. 

Why join G.O.G.S.?  Great benefits! 

 Newsletter, Westward into Nebraska, ten 

monthly issues (excluding July and Dec.). 

 The “E-zine,” an emailed newsletter, with tips, 

lots of links, and breaking news.  

 Access to Surname List (surnames are posted 

to the Society website, and internet queries 

will be forwarded to you). 

 Informative programs at meetings. 

 Special interest groups:  All Things German 

and VikingGen (Scandinavian research). 

 Expert help from members with experience in 

many national backgrounds. 

 Discount on annual spring and fall workshops 

and other events. 

 Fun and fellowship with other genealogists! 

Must I have Omaha or Nebraska ancestors? 

 No.  Anyone can join. We have members—

and ancestors—from all regions of the U.S. 

What else does G.O.G.S. do? 

 We volunteer at the Omaha Public Library, 

providing many services to researchers, and 

hold work groups to assist individuals. 

 We answer research requests. 

 We index births, obituaries, and other items 

from Omaha newspapers; index marriages 

from marriage licenses; and post the indexes 

online (see www.gogsmembers.com). 

 We “read” cemeteries and publish lists of 

burials and other information. 

 We publish information to assist researchers in 

their family history quest. 

 We use our fundraising proceeds and 

donations to purchase books, microfilms, 

equipment, and other materials for the Omaha 

Public Library Genealogy Department, and its 

reference room at the W. Dale Clark Library. 

 And more … see our website! 

www.gogsmembers.com 

For GOGS use only 

Amt: _______   Ck #: ______   Date: _______ 



 

…………………Lunch Break <> 11:45 to 12:45………………… 

We will be offering sandwiches, salads, other sides, and a bottle of water for $5.00.  
We also offer a vegetarian deli sandwich—indicate your preference on your registration form. 

Snacks, drinks, and desserts will be available for purchase in the Book Room. 

If you prefer other options, there are numerous restaurants nearby, or you may bring your lunch.  

……………Raffle Drawings <> 12:45 to 1:00……………… 

Workshop Information 
 

Speaker handouts, special offers, t-shirts, 

books, raffles, bake sale fund raiser! 
 

The workshop will be held at: 

Nebraska Methodist College 
720 N 87th Street, Omaha  

(N. 87th and Burt Streets) 

Saturday, April 11, 2015 

Doors will not open before 8:15 AM! 

Workshop begins at 9:00 AM. 

Go north on 90th Street from W. Dodge Road; right 
at first light (Burt St.); right at first stop sign  

(N. 87th St.); right into parking lot. 

Questions about your registration?  Call  
402-315-9665 (if no answer, leave message), email 
gogsworkshop@gmail.com,or call 402-571-7540. 

Questions about G.O.G.S. membership or the  
workshop?  Call 402-706-1453 or email  

gogsworkshop@radiks.net. 

Registration forms are also found on the website. 

Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 
Membership Dues: 
$20 per year—individual 

$25 per year—family (same address) 

The discounts on two workshops per year will  

pay for an individual’s membership dues! 

For more information about the benefits of G.O.G.S. 

membership, call Merrily at 402-706-1453, email 

gogsworkshop@gmail.com, or go to the website. 

www.gogsmembers.com 

Following Your Midwestern Ancestors to Iowa & NebraskaFollowing Your Midwestern Ancestors to Iowa & NebraskaFollowing Your Midwestern Ancestors to Iowa & Nebraska   

Illinois—the Land of Lincoln—has been a melting pot since the colonial era.  From the explorations of Marquette and 

Joliet, through the European migrations of the late 19th Century and with waves of westward and northbound migrants 

from the Atlantic seaboard, Illinois has been both destination and way-station.  We'll explore the patterns of immigration to 

the state, and where those pioneers settled, regionally within and around the state.  Settlement patterns for those with 

forebears from New England and New York, the Mid-Atlantic, and the Upper South, as well as Europe become a tool for 

understanding Illinois politics and sports mania even today.  

9:15—10:20          Illinois Migration & Settlement Patterns 

Hawkeye history, migration, and people make for a fascinating story of the blend of influences that various peoples from 

across the country brought to the Trans-Mississippi west in the 19th Century. Learn about vital records, county research, 

internet resources and religious influences that help those with Iowa connections better understand the state and the people. 

10:40—11:45          Iowa Research & Repositories  

...9:00 am Workshop Begins <> Welcome and Announcements... 

2:20—3:25          The Other Side of the Courthouse:  Criminal & Civil Court Records  

There’s more than probate and land records!  Learn about what goes into other civil and criminal procedures, and discover 

research strategies for those records.  An example follows the clues of a long-forgotten family feud, which explains the 

conflict found in a family letter that would otherwise not be understood. 

1:00—2:05          Lutherpalians & Presbygationalists:  Where Did Grandma’s Church Go?  

MOTEL DISCOUNT FOR WORKSHOP ATTENDEES! 
Are you spending Friday or Saturday night of the Workshop weekend in Omaha?  (Visit the Omaha Library’s 

Genealogical Reference Room—over 8,000 volumes, plus microfilms!)  Ask for the GOGS rate of $79 per night for work-

shop attendees at the Holiday Inn Express on 8736 West Dodge Road, near the workshop site.  Free wi-fi and breakfast.   

Call 402-343-1000 to make your reservation—by March 25—and ask for the GOGS Workshop discount. 

This session covers a bit of church history and clues to help figure out where your forebears might’ve gone to church and 

where their records might be found, what kinds of religious kinship provide clues as to where one's family might've gone if 

their favored church did not exist as they moved along a migration trail, or as they changed (intellectually) along the years.   

...3:25 <> Concluding Remarks...3:30 <> Workshop Ends 


