
 

Greater Omaha 
Genealogical Society 

 

2015 Fall  
Genealogy Workshop 

 

Researching Ancestors Researching Ancestors Researching Ancestors 
from Germany and from Germany and from Germany and    

PennsylvaniaPennsylvaniaPennsylvania   

 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Nebraska Methodist College 

N. 87th & Burt Streets, Omaha  

 

Plenty of FREE parking! 

Featuring... 

Please register me for the Fall Workshop.  

Must be postmarked by October 14! 

Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 

Attn:   Registrar        ☺ 

PO Box 4011, Omaha NE 68104-0011 

Name _________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________ 

City _______________State_____Zip________ 

Phone _________________________________ 

Email _________________________________ 

Please complete a separate form for each person for 

name tag purposes.  For families, add any new or 

renewal membership dues only to ONE form. 

The Greater Omaha  

Genealogical Society 


 

James M. Beidler  
Jim is a Pennsylvania native who 
specializes in German genealogy as 
well as research on his home state. 
He authored Chapter 7, Germanic 
Region, of The Family Tree 
Guidebook to Europe (Alison Dolan, 
2013), and The Family Tree German 
Genealogy Guide: How to Trace 
Your Germanic Ancestry in Europe 
(2014). He also writes “Roots & 
Branches,” an award-winning weekly 
newspaper column on genealogy that is the only 
syndicated feature on that topic in Pennsylvania, and 
has recently published a compilation, The Best of 
Roots & Branches (2015) and The Legacy 
QuickGuide German Genealogy. 

Why join G.O.G.S.?  Great benefits! 

 Newsletter, Westward into Nebraska, ten 

monthly issues (excluding July and Dec.). 

 The “E-zine,” an emailed newsletter, with tips, 

lots of links, and breaking news.  

 Access to Surname List (surnames are posted 

to the Society website, and internet queries 

will be forwarded to you). 

 Informative programs at meetings. 

 Special interest groups:  All Things German 

and VikingGen (Scandinavian research). 

 Expert help from members with experience in 

many national backgrounds. 

 Discount on annual spring and fall workshops 

and other events. 

 Fun and fellowship with other genealogists! 

Must I have Omaha or Nebraska ancestors? 

 No.  Anyone can join. We have members—

and ancestors—from all regions of the U.S. 

What else does G.O.G.S. do? 

 We volunteer at the Omaha Public Library, 

providing many services to researchers, and 

hold work groups to assist individuals. 

 We answer research requests. 

 We index births, obituaries, and other items 

from Omaha newspapers; index marriages 

from marriage licenses; and post the indexes 

online (see www.gogsmembers.com). 

 We “read” cemeteries and publish lists of 

burials and other information. 

 We publish information to assist researchers in 

their family history quest. 

 We use our fundraising proceeds and 

donations to purchase books, microfilms, 

equipment, and other materials for the Omaha 

Public Library Genealogy Department, and its 

reference room at the W. Dale Clark Library. 

 And more … see our website! 

www.gogsmembers.com 

For GOGS use only 

Amt: _______   Ck #: ______   Date: _______ 

You can join or renew your membership with 

your registration—simply select the Member cost 

below and add the dues to your check. 

Membership dues—new or renewal 

Individual:   $     20  

Family (2 at same address): $     25  

 Check if G.O.G.S. membership renewal 

Workshop Cost—select amount 

  1. G.O.G.S. Member $     45  

  2. Non-member $     55  

Workshop Cost (from #1 or #2) _________ 

LESS Early Bird discount IF  
you register before Oct 14 $   -10    

Subtotal: _________ 
 

PLUS Workshop lunch, if desired $   + 5    

 Check if vegetarian lunch (Same cost) 

TOTAL workshop/lunch cost _________ 

Please enclose your check for this amount with the 
registration and mail to the above address.  

Include membership dues if applicable. 

Registration must be postmarked by Oct 14. 

No refunds will be honored after Oct 19, 2015. 



 

…………………Lunch Break <> 11:45 to 12:45………………… 

We will be offering a pulled pork or deli sandwich, salads, other sides, and a bottle of water for $5.00.  
We also offer a vegetarian deli sandwich—indicate your preference on your registration form. 

Snacks, drinks, and desserts will be available for purchase in the Bake Sale Room. 

If you prefer other options, there are numerous restaurants nearby, or you may bring your lunch.  

……………Raffle Drawings <> 12:45 to 1:00……………… 

Workshop Information 
 

Speaker handouts, special offers, t-

shirts, books, raffles, bake sale fund 

raiser! 
 

The workshop will be held at: 

Nebraska Methodist College 
720 N 87th Street, Omaha  

(N. 87th and Burt Streets) 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 

Doors will not open 

before 8:15 AM! 

Workshop be-

gins at 9:00 AM. 

Go north on 90th 
Street from W. Dodge Road; right at first light 

(Burt St.); right at first stop sign  
(N. 87th St.); right into parking lot. 

 

Questions about your registration?  Call  
402-571-7540 (if no answer, leave message), 

email gogsworkshop@radiks.net. 

Questions about G.O.G.S. membership or the  
workshop?  Call 402-706-1453 or email  

gogsworkshop@radiks.net. 

Registration forms are also found on the web-
site. 

Greater Omaha Genealogical Society 
Membership Dues: 
$20 per year—individual 

$25 per year—family (at same address) 

The discounts on two workshops per year will  
pay for an individual’s membership dues! 

For more information about the benefits of 

G.O.G.S. membership, call Merrily at 402-706-

1453, email gogsworkshop@radiks.net, or go to 

the website. 

www.gogsmembers.com 

Researching Ancestors from Germany and PennsylvaniaResearching Ancestors from Germany and PennsylvaniaResearching Ancestors from Germany and Pennsylvania   

The 1700s “Pennsylvania Germans” were a different breed than the “German Americans” who immigrated in the 1800s. 

This presentation shows the differences in geography, economic class, religion, and aspirations of – as well as sources 

about – the two great waves of German immigration as well as reviewing “the basics” of German genealogy research. 

9:15—10:20          Contrasting German Migrations: 18th Century vs. 19th Century Waves 

Searching for German-speaking ancestors is undergoing a paradigm shift in which the resources of Ancestry.com, 

FamilySearch and European-based Genealogy.net are all major players and German church records are being digitized. 

Learn about the many websites that can help you break down brick walls, find the villages of origin for your ancestors and 

answer other questions! 

10:40—11:45          German Research Online 

...9:00 am Workshop Begins <> Welcome and Announcements... 

2:20—3:05          Digging Pennsylvania Roots from Your Desktop 

Much of Pennsylvania research – from church records to land documents to courthouse filings – can be done remotely. 

Learn to get much of your genealogy done without setting foot in Pennsylvania by using the collections of FamilySearch, 

Ancestry.com, the Pennsylvania State Archives, Chronicling America and other Web sites. 

1:00—2:05          Beginning a Search for Pennsylvania Roots 

MOTEL DISCOUNT FOR WORKSHOP ATTENDEES! 
Are you spending Friday or Saturday night of the Workshop weekend in Omaha?  (Visit the Omaha Library’s 

Genealogical Reference Room—over 8,000 volumes, plus microfilms!)  Ask for the GOGS rate of $79 per night for work-

shop attendees at the Holiday Inn Express on 8736 West Dodge Road, near the workshop site.  Free wi-fi and breakfast.   

Call 402-343-1000 to make your reservation—by October 1—and ask for the GOGS Workshop discount. 

Particularly because of its Colonial-era prominence as place of entry, as many as 1 in 4 Americans has Pennsylvania roots. 

The “Keystone State” is chock full of records and repositories to help these genealogists. A review of the state’s history; 

most prominent ethnic groups and religious organizations; key records; and where to find them. 

...3:25 <> Concluding Remarks...3:30 <> Workshop Ends 

NOTE: Jim Beidler’s current books will be available for sale at the Workshop. 


