
Registration for GOGS  Fall, 2020       

Conference 

 
Must be postmarked by October 1, 2020 and received by 

October 6, 2020. 

 

   

Mail to: GOGS, c/o Cookie Leary, 2119 S. 194 St, Omaha, 

NE  68130   

 

 

Name__________________________________________ 

 

 

Address __________________________________________ 

 

 

City _________________   State _______ Zip __________ 

 

 

Phone ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Email ____________________________________________ 

 
Please complete a separate form for each person attending. 

 
You can join or renew your membership with your registration – just 

check the appropriate box below and add the dues to your registration 
check.   

Individual $20  □  Family (2 members at same address)  $25  □     

Printed newsletter $5  □     
  

                                                       Bef 9-16-20   Aft 9-16-20 

Conference - GOGS Member   $55.00 □    $65.00 □ 

       Non-Member        $65.00 □    $75.00 □ 
 

Registrations received after 10-6-2020 will be $85 for 

members and non-members. 

                  
An electronic syllabus will be emailed to all 

registrants by October 9. 2020. 
 

 

Total enclosed: Conference             $_________ 

                          GOGS dues             $__________ 

                          Printed Newsletter $_________ 
                          Total enclosed       $_________                      
 
 
Ck #________  $__________ Rec’d_________ 

 
 

Conference  Information 
 

Saturday, October 10, 2020 

 

Virtual (Online) Conference  

9:00 AM to 3:15 PM 

 

 

Saturday, October 10, 2020 
Michael Lacopo, DVM 

 

Pennsylvania Land Records & Their 
Footprints In Other Sources 

 
Finding Treasures In the Hoosier 

Courthouse 
 

“She Came From Nowhere” 
 

See presentation details under Schedule 
for more detail 

 

 

The Great Plains Chapter of the Association of Professional 

Genealogists will be offering a scholarship consisting of admission 

to the conference and a 1-year membership to GOGS to one person 

who has never attended a GOGS conference in the past.  Details 

will be available on the GOGS website before the end of July.  

https://gogsmembers.com 

 

For conference questions email Cookie Leary at 

gogs.workshops.omaha@gmail.com or call 

402-289-5733 
.  
For more information on GOGS Membership 

email gogs.membership.omaha@gmail.com or 

visit www.gogsmembers.com. 

 

No refunds after October 1, 2020 

 

 

 

The Greater Omaha Genealogical 

Society 
 

 

Why join GOGS ?  Great benefits ! 
▪Electronic Newsletter – Westward Into 

Nebraska –6 issues per yr.   ($5 charge 

for printed newsletter)  

▪Access to List of Surnames being 

researched by GOGS members 

▪Monthly programs at meetings (no 

meeting in July or Dec) 

▪Special interest groups – Irish roots, 

DNA, German and VikingGen 

▪Expert help from other members 

▪Discount on GOGS conferences 

▪Fun & fellowship with other 

genealogists 

 

Must I have Omaha or Nebraska 

ancestors? 
▪No, anyone can join!  We have 

members with ancestors from all 

countries. 

 

What else does GOGS do? 
▪We volunteer at the Omaha Public 

Library, providing assistance to 

researchers and hold work groups to 

assist researchers 

▪We answer research requests 

▪We index births, deaths, marriages, 

obituaries and other items from Omaha 

newspapers and post the indexes online   

▪We publish records (e,g, marriages, 

cemeteries) into books 

▪We donate annually to the Omaha 

Public Library’s Genealogy Dept and 

its reference and microfilm ro 

 

Visit us on Facebook – 

https://www.facebook.com/GreaterOm

ahaGenealogicalSociety 

  

 

 

mailto:gogs.workshops.omaha@gmail.com
mailto:gogs.membership.omaha@gmail.com


SCHEDULE 

 

9:00 AM to 9:15 AM - Announcements 

 

9:15 AM to 10:15 AM - PENNSYLVANIA COUNTY 

LAND RECORDS AND THEIR FOOTPRINTS IN 
OTHER SOURCES.  Land ownership was important 
to our ancestors, and as a result they tend to be the 
most reliable county record source genealogists 
utilize. It just requires a simple trip to the Recorder’s 
Office, right? Wrong! There are many, many 
resources to use to locate your ancestor’s land! In 
the digital age, we forget how much information is 
still lying untouched in the county courthouse. 
Follow along as we visit each courthouse office in a 
typical Pennsylvania county seat and reveal what 
kind of records you can find! 

 
10:30 AM to 11:30 AM - PENNSYLVANIA COUNTY 

LAND RECORDS AND THEIR FOOTPRINTS IN 
OTHER SOURCES (cont.)   We continue our search for 
land using a Pennsylvania example but approaching it 
with methodology pertinent to all states! 
 
11:30 AM to 12:30 PM - Break for lunch 
 
12:30 PM to 1:30 PM  FINDING TREASURES IN 

THE HOOSIER COURTHOUSE - There is far more 
than meets the eye in the Indiana courthouse!  Go 
beyond the vital records and the deeds and dig 
deeper to find your ancestor in the “Crossroads of 
America”.  Again, courthouse records discussed will 
help you with your onsite courthouse work in all 
states! 

 
1:45 PM to 2:45 PM  - “SHE CAME FROM 

NOWHERE...” -A CASE STUDY APPROACH TO 
A DIFFICULT GENEALOGICAL PROBLEM. This 
lecture illustrates the joys and pitfalls of Virginia 
research as well as employing a problem-solving 
approach utilizing social history, female research 
and family analysis to identify the parents of 
Elizabeth Stith, the ancestor “from nowhere.” One 
need not have Virginia ancestors to see the 

Genealogical Proof Standard at work. 
 
2:45 PM Drawing for door prizes 
 

Saturday, October 10, 2020 
Dr. Michael D. Lacopo, DVM 

 

Pennsylvania Land Records and Their 
Footprints In Other Sources,  Finding 
Treasures In the Hoosier Courthouse 

and “She Came From Nowhere” 
 
 
 

Dr. Michael D. Lacopo was born and raised in  
northern Indiana surrounded by extended family 
always willing to tell tall tales.  Intrigued by his 
maternal family’s claim to be kinfolk of Abraham 
Lincoln, and his paternal family’s stories of murder 
and mayhem, he took to genealogical research in 
1980 to substantiate these family stories.  
Genealogical research as a hobby was in its infancy 
in the 1980s. Combing libraries, archives, 

cemeteries and courthouses as a teenager, Michael 
gained the skills needed to become a keen 
researcher.  His first major challenge in the world of 
research was tackled by finding his adopted 
mother’s birthparents in 1982.You can read about 
this adventure at his blog at Roots4U.blogspot.com 
with some engaging story-telling, plot twists and 
new findings! Although a budding genealogist in the 
1980s, Michael completed his doctorate in 
veterinary medicine in 1991, while still spending 
time honing his research skills.  As befitting a 
doctor, Michael treats his genealogical research as 
he would medicine –carefully, methodically and 
completely.  Several genealogical journal articles 
and publications appeared along the way. In 2013, 
Michael retired from his medical career to pursue 
genealogical research full-time as a profession. He 
has contributed to numerous periodicals and has 
helped numerous people in their quests to locate 
their relatives –living and dead.  He appeared in 
USA Today in 2000 discussing genealogy and the 
proposed destruction of the federal census 
tabulated in that year.  His national lecturing began 
in Sacramento, CA, at the National Genealogical 
Society’s national conference in 2004, and has 
continued with several local, state, national, and 
international conference speaking engagements to 
this present day.  Michael's interests and strengths 
include Mennonite research, German and Swiss 
research, especially as it pertains to the 18thcentury 
immigration to America, among many other topics. 
He makes many trips throughout the Mid-Atlantic 
and Midwest states chasing ancestors in primary 
repositories, and also devotes a considerable 
amount of time to European research, being 
proficient in reading German script. Having 
ancestors from many geographic locales as well as 
immigrants spanning the 17th century to the 20th 
century, Michael has a wide variety of proficiencies. 
He believes that as genealogists we should tell the 
tales of our ancestors and is a vocal proponent for 
learning the social history that interweaves our 
ancestors into the fabric of the past.  In addition to 
his story-telling and educational blog, Michael’s 
presence can be found online at 
www.Roots4U.com, or for more up-to-date lecture 
and research information, at his Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/Roots4U. 


